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THE MAKING OF MANGUSTA
Celebrating its 30th year, the Italian 
company is now diversifying into  
displacement vessels.

TAKING ON GOLIATH 
TSR speaks to the team at West 
Nautical about its client-focused 
boutique culture.

WATCH THIS SPACE
How the MLC’s regulatory 
requirements have changed the 
production and semi-custom market.

PRODUCTION MATTERS 
We investigate the culture  
and ambitions of the world’s 
production yards.
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Shadow vessels

The use of a shadow or support vessel 
is by no means a new idea, but its 

use is becoming more popular and quite 
rightly so. Owners are paying a lot of 
money for their private vessel, but a lot 
of space is being taken up by the toys, 
and this means there is precious little 
space left for the crew to prepare or 
work on them either. So the shadow boat 
or support vessel has risen in popularity 
and certainly offers a practical solution.

There are many advantages to using 
a shadow vessel. Let’s first consider the 
type of features that are now available 
on these vessels, features that add to the 
‘yachting experience’ and do so for far 
less money than the cost of building a 
much larger mother vessel.

SHADOW AND SUPPORT VESSELS
To start with, let’s put the word 
‘shadow’ in the right context. Last time 
I checked, my shadow was right beside 
me, not somewhere over the horizon 
where I have to stand around and 
wait for it to catch up. A shadow vessel 
should be right next to the mother ship 
in order to fulfil its needs.

This means that the shadow should 
be as fast or even faster than the mother 
vessel – it should be the last to leave and 
first to arrive. The shadow vessel’s crew 
should be able to fly into action if, for 

example, guests have been set up on a 
beach, cleaning up the area of all the 
equipment, loading all the jetskis and 
boats and journeying to the evening 
location. The crew should then be able 
to overtake the mother vessel and have 
the tenders in the water and ready to go 
at the new location.

By employing a shadow vessel, we can 
have:

cost less than a custom tender with its 
folding console, low profile and shallow 
V hull that produces an uncomfortable 
compromise, is prone to the inevitable 
wave that comes over the bow and gets 
everyone wet

enclosed hangar and a safer environment 
from which to land and take off

200-hundred-person or more banquet

equipment to deal with the occasional 
emergency

capacities, mixing equipment for the 
more experienced divers and possibly 
even a small hyperbaric chamber

Shadow man

Terry Allen of Terry 
Allen Marine highlights 
the pros and cons of 
employing a shadow or 
support vessel in order 
to enhance the yachting 
experience for owners.

Contributor
Comment

Historically, shadow boats have been 
offshore supply vessels that have been 
pensioned off after serving their term 

for the oil and gas industry. These vessels 
are very robust, go-anywhere vessels with 

good ‘dead weight’ capacity. 
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